LORD  HERBERT

The pride of Goodness; and though his reign

Great in the hearts of men he doth maintain

By love, not right, he, yet the tyrant here

(Though it be him we love, and God we fear),

Pretence yet wants not that it was before                   25

Some part of Godhead, as mercy, that store

For souls grown bankrupt their first stock of grace,

And that which the sinner of the last place

Shall number out, unless th' Highest will show

Some power not yet reveal'd to man below.                30

But that I may proceed, and so go on

To trace 111 in his first progression,

And through his secret'st ways, and where that he

Had left his nakedness as well as we,

And did appear himself: I note that in                       35

The yet infant world how Mischief and Sin,1

His agents here on earth, and easy known,

Are now conceal'd intelligencers grown;

For since that as a guard th' Highest at once

Put Fear t' attend their private actions,                     40

And Shame their public (other means being fail'd),

Mischief under doing of good was veiFd,

And Sin of pleasure; though in this disguise

They only hide themselves from mortal eyes.

Sins, those that both com- and o-mitted be,                45

Once hot and cold but in a third degree,

Are now such poisons, that though they may lurk

In secret parts awhile, yet they will work

Though after death; nor ever come alone,

But sudden-fruitful multiply ere done.                        50

While in this monstrous birth, they only die

Whom we confess, those live which we deny.

Mischiefs, like fatal constellations,

Appear unto the ignorant at once

Jn glory and in hurt, while th' unseen part                 55

Of the great cause may be perchance the art

Of th' 111, and hiding it; which that I may

Ev'n in his first original display

And best example, sure amongst Kings he

Who first wanted succession, to be                             60